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As the desert sun begins to shine brighter and Winter approaches, it’s time for RV’ers to prepare for an unforgettable adventure in the arid landscapes of Southern California and Southwest Arizona. The desert season offers incredible opportunities to explore breathtaking vistas, encounter unique wildlife, and experience the serenity of nature. However, to truly make the most of your desert trip, it’s crucial to ensure that your RV is properly prepared and equipped for the journey ahead.

 

	Assessing the Condition of Your Awnings


Before embarking on your desert adventure, it’s vital to assess the condition of your RV’s awnings to ensure they are ready to provide the much-needed shade during scorching days. Awnings not only shield you from the intense desert sun but also create a cozy outdoor living space where you can relax and unwind. Here are some important factors to consider:

	Fabric Quality: Begin by carefully inspecting the fabric of your awnings. Check for signs of wear, such as fraying, tears, or fading colors. Any significant damage could compromise the effectiveness of the awning and the integrity of the fabric, so it’s important to address it promptly. If the fabric seems worn, consider replacing it with a new one to ensure optimum shade and protection. Our team of installers can come right to your location in most of Southern CA and Southwest AZ.
	Mechanical Components: Next, focus on examining the mechanical components of your awnings. Check the functionality of the arms, braces, and springs. Ensure that they open and retract smoothly without any obstructions or unusual noises. Lubricate the moving parts if necessary to maintain their optimal performance. Additionally, inspect the awning’s frame for signs of rust or corrosion, as these can weaken its structure and compromise safety.
	Weather Resistance: Desert trips often entail encountering sudden weather changes, such as sandstorms or gusty winds. Ensure that your awnings are capable of withstanding such conditions. Check your locking mechanisms to ensure the awning can be closed quickly in case of strong winds. Even if your awning has a wind sensor, it is important to not rely on that feature. By the time your sensor tries to close your awning it could already be too late. Remember to close your awning before you leave your campsite!


 

	Essential Safety Checks for a Desert Adventure


While awnings are a crucial component of your RV, several other elements demand your attention to ensure a safe and enjoyable desert trip. Let’s explore some key areas you should inspect before hitting the road:

	Tires and Brakes: Start by thoroughly examining your RV’s tires. Check for signs of wear, such as low tread depth or cracks. Ensure that the tires are properly inflated according to the manufacturer’s recommendations. Additionally, inspect the brakes for responsiveness and any strange noises. Adequate tire and brake maintenance are essential for safe travels through the desert’s challenging terrain.
	Battery and Electrical System: A functional battery and electrical system are crucial for a hassle-free trip. Check the battery’s charge and ensure it’s holding power. Inspect the electrical connections, fuses, and circuit breakers for any issues. Also, test the functionality of all interior and exterior lights to avoid any surprises during nighttime travels or while setting up camp in the desert.
	Plumbing and Water Systems: Properly functioning plumbing and water systems are essential to ensure a comfortable trip in the desert. Inspect the water hoses, fittings, and tanks for leaks or damage. Check if the water pump is working effectively, providing adequate water pressure. Additionally, ensure that all plumbing connections are secure and that the toilet and shower are in good working order.


 

Explore popular deserts in Southern California and Southwest Arizona where our Team can service your awning!

 

Yuma, Arizona, is renowned for its incredibly sunny weather, making it the perfect destination for those seeking warmth and outdoor adventure. Here are some of the best places to explore in Yuma during the desert season:

Yuma Territorial Prison State Historic Park: Begin your journey through Yuma’s history by visiting the Yuma Territorial Prison, a fascinating glimpse into the Wild West. Wander through the old cell blocks and learn about the notorious inmates who once resided here.

Gateway Park and the Ocean to Ocean Bridge: Enjoy scenic walks along the Colorado River while taking in views of the historic Ocean to Ocean Bridge. The park is perfect for picnics, birdwatching, or simply unwinding in the sunshine.

Imperial Sand Dunes: If you’re a thrill-seeker, a trip to the Imperial Sand Dunes, located a short drive from Yuma, is a must. These mesmerizing sand dunes offer opportunities for off-roading, sandboarding, and unforgettable desert sunsets.

Yuma Quartermaster Depot State Historic Park: Explore the rich history of Yuma’s military past at this well-preserved depot, complete with historic buildings and artifacts.

Parker, Arizona, is another delightful desert destination that boasts a unique connection to the Colorado River. This town offers outdoor activities and recreational opportunities for all ages. Here are some of the best places to visit in Parker during the desert season:

Lake Havasu: Just a short drive from Parker, Lake Havasu is a desert oasis known for its crystal-clear waters and beautiful beaches. Enjoy water sports, fishing, or simply relax by the lake.

Parker Dam: Visit the famous Parker Dam, which stands as one of the world’s largest dams. You can take a guided tour to learn about the dam’s history and its role in managing the Colorado River.

Bill Williams River National Wildlife Refuge: Nature lovers will appreciate the serene beauty of this wildlife refuge, where birdwatching and wildlife viewing are popular activities.

Buckskin Mountain State Park: This state park, nestled along the Colorado River, is a great spot for hiking, picnicking, and camping. It’s a wonderful place to reconnect with nature in a peaceful desert setting.

As you get ready for your desert journey, remember it’s more than just a season; it’s a chance for enduring memories. Prioritize safety and comfort, and let curiosity guide you. Whether exploring the Yuma Territorial Prison’s history or seeking serenity at Buckskin Mountain State Park, the desert season has something for everyone. May your travels be secure and unforgettable, and may your awnings offer the perfect amount of shade. Here’s to safe and memorable RVing adventures, embracing the enchantment of the desert!


Summer is the perfect time for RV owners to embark on exciting adventures and explore the wonders of national parks. The combination of the great outdoors, stunning landscapes, and the freedom of RV travel creates an unforgettable experience. In this blog, we will delve into five RV-friendly national parks and hidden gems that should be on every RV traveler’s radar. So, fuel up your RV, pack your sense of adventure, and let’s hit the road!

Yosemite National Park, California:

Yosemite National Park in California is a true natural wonder and a dream destination for any nature enthusiast. With its towering granite cliffs, majestic waterfalls, and breathtaking vistas, Yosemite offers endless opportunities for exploration. The park provides several RV-friendly campgrounds, including the popular Upper Pines Campground and the picturesque Wawona Campground. Don’t miss the iconic sights of Yosemite Valley, such as El Capitan and Half Dome, or the peaceful serenity of Tuolumne Meadows. For a hidden gem, head to Mariposa Grove, home to over 500 giant sequoias, including the famous Grizzly Giant.

Glacier National Park, Montana:

Known as the “Crown of the Continent,” Glacier National Park in Montana is a paradise for outdoor enthusiasts. This pristine wilderness is famous for its snow-capped peaks, crystal-clear lakes, and abundant wildlife. Several RV campgrounds are scattered throughout the park, providing an opportunity to immerse yourself in its beauty. The Going-to-the-Sun Road is a must-see, offering breathtaking views and access to scenic trails. For a hidden gem, venture off the beaten path and explore the Two Medicine Valley. This lesser-known area boasts stunning hikes, tranquil lakes, and fewer crowds.

Acadia National Park, Maine:

On the eastern coast of the United States, Acadia National Park in Maine offers a unique blend of rugged coastline, lush forests, and granite peaks. RV travelers can find camping options within the park, including the picturesque Blackwoods Campground and Seawall Campground. Explore the iconic Park Loop Road, which provides access to must-visit sites like Cadillac Mountain, Jordan Pond, and Thunder Hole. To discover a hidden gem, head to the quieter western side of the park and visit the Schoodic Peninsula. This area offers stunning ocean views, peaceful trails, and a chance to experience the park’s beauty away from the crowds.

Rocky Mountain National Park, Colorado:

Nestled in the heart of the Rocky Mountains, Rocky Mountain National Park in Colorado is a haven for outdoor enthusiasts and RV travelers alike. With its soaring peaks, alpine meadows, and pristine lakes, this park is a playground for adventure. RV camping is available at Moraine Park Campground and Glacier Basin Campground, providing easy access to the park’s wonders. Don’t miss Trail Ridge Road, the highest continuous paved road in the United States, offering breathtaking vistas and access to a variety of hiking trails. As a hidden gem, explore the quieter Wild Basin area, home to picturesque waterfalls, serene lakes, and diverse wildlife.

Zion National Park, Utah:

Zion National Park in Utah is a desert oasis that will leave RV travelers in awe. Famous for its towering sandstone cliffs, narrow slot canyons, and emerald pools, this park offers a unique and unforgettable experience. RV camping is available at South Campground and Watchman Campground, both conveniently located near the park’s main attractions. The Zion Canyon Scenic Drive is a must-do, providing access to iconic hikes like Angel’s Landing and The Narrows. For a hidden gem, venture into the lesser-explored Kolob Canyons section of the park. Here, you’ll find stunning red rock formations, scenic viewpoints, and tranquil hiking trails.

Exploring national parks in the summer is a dream come true for RV owners seeking adventure and natural beauty. From the granite cliffs of Yosemite to the desert canyons of Zion, these five RV-friendly parks and hidden gems provide incredible experiences for travelers. Whether you’re captivated by waterfalls, mesmerized by rugged peaks, or yearn for serene wilderness, these destinations will satisfy your wanderlust. So, plan your summer RV trip, discover these remarkable parks, and create lifelong memories in the great outdoors.

These parks are known to be crowded – upgrade your pleated interior shades to Legacy Day/Night roller shades for complete privacy. They are all custom made to fit inside your existing valence boxes. But no matter where you go, make sure to follow Leave No Trace principles and practice responsible camping to help preserve these beautiful destinations for future generations to enjoy. Happy travels!


Are you dreaming of escaping the cold and heading to a warm-weather RV destination? Look no further! We’ve compiled a list of the top destinations for RVers seeking sunshine and warm temperatures. From the sunny beaches of California to the desert landscapes of Arizona, there’s a warm weather RV escape for every type of traveler. Pack up your RV and get ready to hit the road to one of these amazing destinations.

Florida Keys:

With crystal clear waters, endless sunny days, and a laid-back island vibe, the Florida Keys are a top choice for RVers. Key West, the southernmost point of the United States, is a must-see stop on any RV trip to the Keys.

Arizona Desert:

The Southwest is known for its beautiful desert landscapes and warm weather, making Arizona a perfect RV escape. Explore the red rock formations of Sedona, visit the Grand Canyon, or take a scenic drive through the Apache Trail.

California Coast:

From the sunny beaches of San Diego to the redwood forests of the north, California has something for every type of RVer. Head down the Pacific Coast Highway for breathtaking ocean views and stop at popular destinations like Santa Barbara and Big Sur.

Texas Hill Country:

With its mild winters and hot summers, the Hill Country of Texas is an ideal RV escape. Visit the Lyndon B. Johnson State Park and Historic Site, take a dip in the natural spring-fed pools at Jacob’s Well, or go for a hike in the Hill Country State Natural Area.

Don’t let the sun ruin your RV vacation – bring along a Vista Shade for the ultimate protection from the elements. With a variety of sizes and styles to choose from, you’ll find the perfect awning shade to fit your needs. No matter where you go, make sure to follow Leave No Trace principles and practice responsible camping to help preserve these beautiful destinations for future generations to enjoy. Happy travels!


Cooking in an RV comes with certain challenges; from lacking standard kitchen equipment to finding enough space to even store groceries. But those hindrances don’t have to prevent you from reaching your health goals in 2023. RV-ers can stay on track in the new year with these nutritious, easy, and tasty recipes. 

Sausage Potato Skillet (via Taste of Home)

A one pan dish is ideal for tiny rig kitchens. This dinner is simple to make, and you can add any extra produce that you may have on hand that needs to be used, like zucchini or broccoli.

Ingredients:

Two fresh Italian sausage links

1 tablespoon canola oil

1 small onion, sliced

¼ cup each sliced green and red sweet pepper 

2 small potatoes, sliced

Salt and pepper to taste

Directions: 

In a large skillet, brown sausage in oil until a thermometer reads 160°. Add onion and peppers; saute until vegetables are tender. Add potatoes and 2 cups of water; bring to a boil. Reduce heat; cover and simmer for 15 minutes or until potatoes are tender. Drain; add salt and pepper.

One Pot Southwest Pasta (the Wholesome Dish)

Want a crowd-pleasing dinner on the table in less than 30 minutes? Look no further. This ultra tasty pasta dish is vegetarian, and can be customized to be dairy-free and gluten-free. 

Ingredients:

1 (13.5 oz.) box of whole wheat rotini or any pasta you like

2 cups frozen corn kernels

1 medium green bell pepper, cut into thin strips

1/2 medium red onion, sliced

1 (15 oz.) can Rotel canned tomatoes and chilies, I used the Mexican blend with lime and cilantro

1/4 cup taco seasoning, I used Old El Paso, medium

1 tsp. salt*

2 tsp. extra virgin olive oil

4 cups fat-free chicken or vegetable broth

1 (15 oz.) can black beans, drained and rinsed

1/4 cup Mexican cheese blend, plus more for topping (Optional)

Directions:

Add all but the last 2 ingredients (beans and cheese) to a large pot. Stir, cover, and bring to a rolling boil. Reduce heat to medium-low and cook, covered, for 12-15 minutes, stirring occasionally. There should be ¼ to ½ inch of liquid in the bottom of the pot when it is done. Remove from heat. Stir in the black beans and cheese (optional). Let it rest for 5 minutes to warm the beans, melt the cheese, and absorb the excess liquid.

Rotisserie Chicken Salad  (via Chew Out Loud)

This no-cook meal could not be easier to throw together. Grab a rotisserie chicken the next time you’re stocking up on supplies. Combine the chicken with protein-packed greek yogurt, veggies, and flavorful seasonings, and you’ve got a seriously savory lunch or dinner option. 

Ingredients:

7 cups shredded rotisserie chicken

1 cup whole plain yogurt, Greek is great

½ cup real mayo

1 small onion, finely chopped

1 small red bell pepper, finely chopped

½ cup celery, finely chopped

¼ cup green onion, sliced

1 TB freshly squeezed lemon juice

2 tsp kosher salt

1 ½ tsp garlic powder

1 tsp granulated sugar

1 tsp ground mustard

½ tsp dried dill weed

¼ tsp freshly ground black pepper

Optional: chopped parsley for garnish

Directions:

Combine all ingredients together in a large bowl. Gently fold with rubber spatula until all ingredients are well incorporated. Cover and chill in the fridge until ready to serve.Serve with crusty bread, crackers, or in a sandwich. It’s also delicious over a green salad, if you’re looking to cut down on carbs. Keeps well when covered and chilled for several days.

Grilled Salmon (via Dinner at the Zoo)

Ingredients:

6 salmon filets 4-6 ounces each

    5 tablespoons olive oil

    1 1/2 tablespoons brown sugar

    1 1/2 tablespoons soy sauce

    1 teaspoon lemon zest

    1 teaspoon Dijon mustard

    1 tablespoon parsley leaves chopped

    2 teaspoons thyme leaves chopped

    3/4 teaspoon salt

    1/2 teaspoon pepper

    1 teaspoon minced garlic

Directions:

Place the olive oil, brown sugar, soy sauce, lemon zest, Dijon mustard, parsley, thyme, salt and pepper in a bowl. Whisk to combine. Reserve 1 tablespoon of the marinade in the refrigerator for later use. Add the garlic to the bowl. Add the salmon to the bowl of marinade. Spoon the marinade over the salmon and cover the bowl. Marinate in the refrigerator for at least 1 hour, or up to 8 hours. Remove the salmon from the marinade and scrape off any excess bits of herbs or garlic (otherwise they could burn on the grill!).

Preheat an outdoor grill or indoor grill pan over medium high heat.  If you’re using an outdoor grill, be sure to thoroughly coat your grill grates with vegetable oil.

Add the salmon filets and cook for 5-6 minutes on each side or until the salmon is opaque throughout. Brush the reserved marinade over the salmon filets, then serve.

Toasted Oats Cereal (via Champagne Tastes) 

A wholesome, filling, and delicious breakfast doesn’t have to be complicated to assemble. This cereal can be prepped ahead of time (aka before you’re on the road) or easily thrown together at your campsite on a propane stove. 

Ingredients:

2 tablespoons olive oil

1 cup rolled oats Use gluten-free certified if needed

¼ cup chopped nuts or seeds

2 tablespoons maple syrup or sub agave or honey

¼ cup dried fruit (like raisins or dried cranberries)

To Serve: milk or non-dairy milk substitute

Directions:

Add oil to a large heavy pan over medium-high heat. When the oil is hot, add the oats and nuts. Stir constantly for about 5-7 minutes, or until the oats begin to turn golden. Take care to stir often to avoid burning the nuts. As soon as the color turns golden, turn off the heat and add the maple syrup. Stir until incorporated. Stir in the dried fruit. Serve the cereal with either cold or warmed milk. Serve right away, or store in an airtight container for about a week.

Game-Stopper Chili (via Taste of Home)

 Slow cookers are a godsend for RV-evers, and this healthy dinner recipe is a cinch to throw together. Enjoy while watching football (as the name suggests) or after a long day of adventuring. 

Ingredients: 

1 can (28 ounces) diced tomatoes, undrained

1 can (15 ounces) black beans, rinsed and drained

1 can (15 ounces) kidney beans, rinsed and drained

1 pound boneless beef chuck steak, cut into 1-inch cubes

1 pound bulk spicy pork sausage, cooked and drained

2 medium onions, chopped

1 medium sweet red pepper, chopped

1 medium green pepper, chopped

1 cup hot chunky salsa

1/3 cup medium pearl barley

2 tablespoons chili powder

2 teaspoons jarred roasted minced garlic

1 teaspoon salt

1 teaspoon ground cumin

4 cups beef stock

2 cups shredded Mexican cheese blend

Directions:

Place all ingredients except cheese and chips in a 6-qt. slow cooker. Cook, covered, on low 6-8 hours or until beef is tender. Stir in cheese until melted. Serve with chips.




Not sure what to buy for the RV owner in your life this holiday season? Not to worry. ShadePro’s RV shades and accessories make the perfect gifts for those who spend their life on the road. Here are the items RV-ers would love to see under their tree.
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Our Customers Say:
 “The ShadePro LED Lighting System for RV Awnings is genius.” – Bradley S.






LED Lights for RV Awnings
 Campsites and RV parks don’t exactly offer the best nighttime lighting, but the fun shouldn’t stop once the sun goes down. The LED Lighting System for Awnings is the perfect solution for brightening up your campsite. The aftermarket LED light strip features a 45 degree track that secures with adhesive backing. The lights are quick and easy to install: Simply slide the lights onto the track after affixing to your awning. The system is available in two sizes: 16.4’ and 19.7, and both can be cut to fit your awning perfectly. The system provides enough lighting for nighttime activities AND adds an extra layer of security by keeping your awning well lit. 







Buy Now - From $119.00 
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Vista Shade Zipless Version
 Staying cool while entertaining outside is a big priority for RV owners. The Vista Shade blocks 85 percent of light, making the area under the manual awning comfortable even on the hottest days. The Vista Shade also acts as a windbreaker and adds privacy. To install, owners simply slide the Vista Shade into the pull strap of their awning. 

Right now, the 15′ x 7′ Zipless Vista Shade in black is on sale for just $49.99- that’s a MASSIVE savings right in time for the holidays. 







Buy Now - From $49.99 
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Our Customers Say:
 “Well made, very good product. Easy to use, love it!” – Jeffrey
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Our Customers Say:
 “Our full-time camping friends have one. They showed it to us, then I immediately bought one. We love it and would recommend it to anyone who’ll stand still long enough to let us rave. It’s a great product.” – Kirk






Vista Shade with Marine-Grade Zipper
 The Vista Shade with Marine-Grade Zipper is the premium version of the product, and the only awning screens made specifically for 12V RV awnings. Each Vista Shade includes a 6 foot body piece and an insert. When owners want to install the zippered Vista Shade, they’ll simply slip the body into the insert. Customers continually praise the zippered shade for how easy it is to install and use. Quick and easy with no ladders required. The black Vista Shade with Marine-Grade Zipper is on sale for 10% off right now, so be sure to grab one as a gift for a camper owner. 

Want to go really big with your RV gift? Save 20% off your Vista Shade purchase right now when you also buy a patio awning replacement fabric.

 







Buy Now - From $98.10 
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RV Step Covers
 Step covers are an easy way to keep dirt and debris from reaching the inside of an RV, and they provide traction to prevent slips and falls. These Dirt Grabber Step Covers are made to fit all step sizes, including curved varieties. The rubber backing allows owners to trim the covers for a more exact fit. Heavy duty grommets and bungees for securing the covers are included with the purchase. 







Buy Now - From $24.95 
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Our Customers Say:
 “They fit my RV steps perfectly, and were easy to install. The best part of it all, the wife likes them.” – John
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Our Customers Say:
 “I just received my 6 tire covers and immediately installed them. Perfect fit, tight enough to stay on during windy days/storms and still easy to remove when needed. The material seems to be heavy and I suspect they will last a very long time.” – Carl E.






RV Tire Covers
 Nothing ruins an RV owner’s day like a tire blowout. Over time, the sun causes serious damage to tires, leading them to dry out and crack. Help protect those wheels with a set of ShadePro Tire Covers. The covers feature sewn in elastic, which means they’ll stay securely fastened to the wheels. Plus, the covers are easy to slip on and off when owners are on the move.  Tire cover sets are available in seven sizes, based on tire diameter. 







Buy Now - From $24.95 
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Questions about products
 and installations?
 CONTACT US
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Call 800.328.5100

Mon-Sat 8:30am - 5pm
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